
ZACH BRUDER
Zach Bruder’s metaphorical approach to painting and long-term interest in image 
collecting results in inventive compositions in which both pictorial and illusionistic 
space play a role. Often humorous and allegorical, his paintings involve animals, 
architecture, and anthropomorphism. His canvases revive and repurpose familiar 
motifs, referencing folklore while finding new metaphors in simple objects and 
creatures. The source material—archetypal and drawing from classical and vernacular 
mythology—is culled from the artist’s extensive archive of historic imagery. Addressing 
mythologies both cultural and personal, Bruder’s paintings offer multiple interpretations 
of religious and social narratives and urgent responses to the societal and political 
moment in which they were produced. Valentina Di Liscia writes, “Faced with one of 
Bruder’s canvases, the viewer takes an active role, deciphering the intertextuality 
between the multiple literary, historical, and folkloric references he often cites 
simultaneously.”

Zach Bruder received his BFA at the University of Wisconsin-Madison in Madison, WI. 
Bruder presented his first solo show at Magenta Plains in January 2018 in New York, 
NY followed by Gone to Fair in 2020, and Clear Arrears in 2023. Solo exhibitions have 
also been held at Harlan Levey, Brussels, BE; galerie l’inlassable, Paris, FR; Gregory 
Lind Gallery, San Francisco, CA; and LaMaMa Galleria, New York, NY. Bruder has 
been included in group shows at Peter Freeman, New York, NY; Ratio 3, San 
Francisco, CA; The Journal Gallery, Brooklyn, NY; Phillip Slein Gallery, St. Louis, MO; 
and Magenta Plains, New York, NY. The artist lives and works in New York, NY.
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