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Ken Lum (b. 1956 in Vancouver, Canada)  is an artist best known for his conceptual and representational 
art in a number of media, including painting, sculpture and photography. His art is concerned with how 
meanings are assigned to images, texts, and objects based on cultural, racial and social codes. A longtime 
professor, he currently is the Chair of Fine Arts at the University of Pennsylvania’s Weitzman School of 
Design in Philadelphia. 

He has published extensively, including a book of his collected writings issued by Concordia University Press 
in 2020. He has given keynote speeches for the Sydney Biennale, World Museums Conference in Shanghai, 
and the Universities Art Association of Canada. 

He has an extensive art exhibition record that includes Documenta 11, the Venice Biennale, Sao Paolo Bienal, 
Shanghai Biennale, Carnegie Triennial, Sydney Biennale, Liverpool Biennial, Gwangju Biennale and the 
Whitney Biennial. Solo exhibitions include the CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts in San Francisco, 
Kunstmuseum Luzern in Lucerne, Switzerland, Witte de With Center for Contemporary Art in Rotterdam, 
The Netherlands, and the Vancouver Art Gallery.

Lum has also served as a curator for several large-scale exhibitions, including Shanghai Modern: 1919 – 
1945, Sharjah Biennial 7, and Monument Lab: Creative Speculations for Philadelphia.  He is Co-Founder 
and Chief Curatorial Advisor for Monument Lab. He was a project manager for the exhibition The Short 
Century: Independence and Liberation Movements in Africa: 1945 to 1994. Lum lives and works in 
Philadelphia, PA.
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Hyperallergic

October  2022



MAGENTA PLAINS

www.magentaplains.com 149 Canal St. New York, NY 10002 917-388-2464



MAGENTA PLAINS

www.magentaplains.com 149 Canal St. New York, NY 10002 917-388-2464



MAGENTA PLAINS

www.magentaplains.com 149 Canal St. New York, NY 10002 917-388-2464



MAGENTA PLAINS

www.magentaplains.com 149 Canal St. New York, NY 10002 917-388-2464



MAGENTA PLAINS

www.magentaplains.com 149 Canal St. New York, NY 10002 917-388-2464



MAGENTA PLAINS

www.magentaplains.com 149 Canal St. New York, NY 10002 917-388-2464



MAGENTA PLAINS

www.magentaplains.com 149 Canal St. New York, NY 10002 917-388-2464

Whitehot Magazine

September  2022
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The Brooklyn Rail

July-August  2022
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Ocula

July 2022
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Artforum

June 2021
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Artillery

January 2021
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The New Yorker

September 2020
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Art Margins

August 2020
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Artforum

January 2020
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canadianart

November, 2019
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Art in America

June, 2018
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Art in America

April 2011
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Art 21

March 2011
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Artforum 

December 1990


