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Alexis Rockman  is an artist and environmental activist who began making paintings and works on paper to build 
environmental awareness in the mid-1980s. Embarking on expeditions to distant locations like Antarctica and 
Madagascar in the company of professional naturalists, his work tells stories of natural histories confronting the 
challenging future we face of the biodiversity crisis, global warming, and genetic engineering. 

Notable solo museum exhibitions include Alexis Rockman: Manifest Destiny, at the Brooklyn Museum (2004), 
which traveled to the Wexner Center for the Arts (2004) and the Rhode Island School of Design (2005). In 2010, 
the Smithsonian American Art Museum organized Alexis Rockman: A Fable for Tomorrow, a major survey of his 
paintings and works on paper which toured to The Wexner Center for the Arts. In 2013, The Drawing Center 
mounted Drawings from Life of Pi, featuring the artist’s collaboration with Ang Lee on the award-winning film Life of 
Pi (2012). His series of seventy-six New Mexico field drawings was included in Future Shock at SITE Santa Fe 
(2017-18). Alexis Rockman: The Great Lakes Cycle, a major exhibition of large-scale paintings, watercolors and 
field drawings, toured the Midwest in 2018-20, opening at the Grand Rapids Art Museum and traveled to five other 
institutions in the Great Lakes region. Alexis Rockman: Shipwrecks, opened at the Peabody Essex Museum 
(2021) and traveled to Guild Hall (2021), Ackland Art Museum (2022), and Princeton University Art Museum 
(2022). In May 2023, The Mystic Seaport Museum presented Alexis Rockman: Oceanus, featuring ten large-scale 
watercolors and an 8-by-24-foot panoramic painting commissioned by the museum for their permanent collection. 
Mark Dion and Alexis Rockman: A Journey to Nature’s Underworld, was presented at the Bruce Museum, 
Greenwich, CT in the summer of 2023 and will travel to the Virginia Museum of Contemporary Art, The Tang 
Teaching Museum and other institutions through 2025. Naples: Course of Empire is Rockman’s second solo 
exhibition with Magenta Plains.

Rockman’s work is represented in many museum collections, including the Baltimore Museum of Art; Brooklyn 
Museum; Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art; Grand Rapids Art Museum; Los Angeles County Museum of 
Art; Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; New Orleans Museum of Art; San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; 
Smithsonian American Art Museum; Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, and Whitney Museum of American Art. 
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